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of the land, for instance (see Alma 57:6; 58:4, 7), and the
land of Melek was a food exporter (see Alma 62:29).
While hunting may have been an idealized traditional activity among the Lamanites, at least according to
their biased Nephite neighbors (as in Enos 1:20), the high
population level that the Lamanites reached, reflected in
the size of their armies, cannot be accounted for except
on the basis of settled agrarian living. Most Lamanite
commoners must have been farmers too.
With all of this daily labor, ancient life did not provide
“jobs,” designated economic roles that let men predictably
go to work to earn a living. We can be sure that 95 percent
of the Nephites and Lamanites, like people in the rest of
the ancient world, simply toiled daily at the hard work in
front of them without the complex structure of specialized
“jobs” or “careers” that organizes the lives of many of us
today. ! —adapted from John L. Sorenson, Mormon’s Map
(Provo, Utah: FARMS, 2000), 88–89

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS

Astronomy, Papyrus, and Covenant, edited by John Gee
and Brian Hauglid, is volume 3 in the Book of Abraham
Series. It includes FARMS conference papers on the Book
of Abraham and its commonalities with ancient texts,
Abraham’s vision of the heavens, and the significance of
the Abrahamic covenant. Available autumn 2003.
Occasional Papers, Volume 4, edited by Jared Ludlow, contains articles by three BYU professors and focuses on the
polemical use of water and storm language in the Deuteronomic History (Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and
1 and 2 Kings), justice and mercy in the book of Deuteronomy, and the garment of Joseph. Available autumn 2003.
e FARMS Review (vol. 15, no. 2), edited by Daniel C.
Peterson, features reviews and articles on DNA issues,
the Mountain Meadows massacre, and secret combinations, as well as responses to a so-called insider’s
view of Mormon origins. Available December 2003.
Glimpses of Lehi’s Jerusalem, edited by John W. Welch,
David Rolph Seely, and Jo Ann Seely, will help readers
to imagine what Jerusalem was like around 600 ..
Subjects include culture, family life, agriculture, politics,
religious practices, inscriptions, law, and international
relations. Available early in 2004.
Evidences and Witnesses of the Book of Mormon, by
Daniel C. Peterson, provides an intriguing look at
the evidences that support the Book of Mormon as
an ancient text. It also looks at the lives and testimonies of those who were witnesses to the coming forth
of the “keystone of our religion.” Copublished with
Covenant Communications on two cassettes or CDs.

Insights
A Window on the Ancient World
Volume 23 | Number 5 | 2003
A Publication of the

Foundation for Ancient Research
and Mormon Studies (FARMS)
Institute for the Study and
Preservation of Ancient Religious Texts
Brigham Young University

Institute Board
Douglas M. Chabries,
Chair

David R. Seely,
Vice-Chair

Noel B. Reynolds,
Director

S. Kent Brown
John E. Clark
Gary R. Hooper
Daniel Oswald
Donald W. Parry
Daniel C. Peterson
Michael D. Rhodes
Stephen D. Ricks
Andrew C. Skinner
John W. Welch

Insights Staff
Don L. Brugger, Managing Editor
Jacob D. Rawlins, Associate Editor
Kera M. Washburn, Editorial Intern
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Texts. As such, it encourages and supports research on
the Book of Mormon, the Book of Abraham, the Bible,
other ancient scripture, and related subjects. Under the
FARMS imprint, the Institute publishes and distributes
titles in these areas for the benefit of scholars and interested Latter-day Saint readers.
Primary research interests at FARMS include the
history, language, literature, culture, geography, politics,
and law relevant to ancient scripture. Although such
subjects are of secondary importance when compared
with the spiritual and eternal messages of scripture, solid
research and academic perspectives can supply certain
kinds of useful information, even if only tentatively,
concerning many significant and interesting questions
about scripture.
FARMS makes interim and final reports about this
research available widely, promptly, and economically. These publications are peer reviewed to ensure that
scholarly standards are met. The proceeds from the sale
of these materials are used to support further research
and publications. As a service to teachers and students
of the scriptures, research results are distributed in both
scholarly and popular formats.
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